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Nutmeg Flight Operations Manual
(NFOM) Updated
Bruce Stobbe
The NFOM has been updated to reflect the removal
of the 2-33s from our fleet and the addition of the
L-23s.
Please download and review the latest NFOM from
the documents section. Those of you who
are looking forward to checking out in a new ship
might want to review the solo requirements for the
ship in question. ◊
Old friend and now Vancouver, B.C. resident,
Robin McNamara pays Nutmeg a visit during the
July Encampment. Wally and Bruce ready the
Super Blanik for Robin’s flight.
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Advertisement
Welcome Back Nutmeg
Soaring Association!
From your friends at

Lawyer’s General Store
2351 Route 145 East Durham
Phone/Fax (518) 634-2546
Located 1.5 miles west of the
Freehold Airport
Open 7 Days a Week
Celebrating our 97th year!!
Lawyer’s General Store, East Durham, New York.

Come visit us for any of the following
needs:

LAWYER’S GENERAL STORE
Since 1912

Corrections

Deli, Lottery, ATM, Groceries,
Beer/Soda, Newspapers, Ice,
Hardware, Gifts, Coffee/breakfast
sandwiches,
Camping Supplies, RV Antifreeze, Irish
Imports and much more…

(one more time)

Editors’ Note
An article by Paul Quinn and Bob Cox in the May Nutmeg Newsletter, reported on a former Nutmeg
Soaring Association scholarship student, Aileen Lennon’s commissioning ceremony. The article should
have stated Paul Quinn’s rank as Commander (CDR) vice Lieutenant Commander (LCDR). Curtis High
School is spelled with one “s” and Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps should have appeared as Navy
Junior ROTC (NJROTC). Finally, it should be noted that Ms. Lennon was also the recipient of the Women’s
Soaring Pilot’s Association “Sky Ghost” Scholarship in 2004. ◊
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Operations Update - Flight Line Efficiency
Bruce Stobbe
One of the responsibilities of the duty pilot and really everyone
else down on the flight line is to see that the flight line runs as
safely and as efficiently as possible.
An efficient operation minimizes pilot frustration, wasted time,
and tow plane operational costs which are roughly $2.00 per
minute or more.

Everyone involved can help make the flight line more efficient:
1. Duty Pilot – monitor the sign-up sheet and notify pilots and instructors as their slot approaches so
they can be ready to go as soon as the tow pilot returns to the flight line. Watch for the tow pilot to
deliver the rope to the flight line even if there is not another glider waiting to go – we want the rope
there and ready so that the tow plane does not have to taxi over to deliver the rope after re-starting
and then wait for hook up with the engine running. If the tow pilot shuts down without delivering the
rope have someone get the rope and bring it over to the flight line so that the tow plane only needs to
taxi out and take up slack after the glider has been hooked up and is ready to go.
2. Instructors – be ready with your student when your slot approaches. If you cannot be ready in time,
let the duty pilot know far enough in advance so that he can put someone else in your slot who can be
ready when the tow plane arrives.
3. Pilots – be ready when your turn comes up. You should be ready for hook up as the tow plane returns
with the rope.
4. Wing runners – take the correct weak link with you. Do not throw weak links or line hooks back
towards the duty trailer – they can be difficult to find later and you will waste time looking for them.
If the tow plane has been shut down do not call him over until the glider is hooked up and ready to go
and you have been given the signal to raise the wing and take up slack.
5. Tow pilots – deliver the rope to the flight line, taxi off of the runway and shut down if there will be any
delay. Remember to deliver the rope to the flight line upon return so that you do not need to taxi
over later and wait for the hook up process to be completed with the engine running.
6. Pilots-in-waiting – watch for the tow pilot to deliver the rope to the flight line when he returns. If
there is not another flight ready to go you should grab the line and have it ready for the next glider so
that the tow plane does not have to waste time delivering the rope later or sit with the engine running
while the hook-up procedure is completed.
We want our tow pilots to be able to complete as many tows per hour as they reasonably can. Wasted
time on the ground with the engine running only reduces that figure and increases the actual cost per tow
that the club must absorb.
Of course, safety is always the first and primary consideration in all operations, so never compromise
safety in the interest of speed or efficiency. Always take sufficient time to prepare yourself for your flight
and do not allow yourself to be rushed. That said, proper advance planning and preparedness can still
result in a safe AND efficient operation.
Just think, if we can improve our efficiency we might even be able to reduce our towing fees! ◊
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Mowing Team Demonstrates
Passion for the Job

New 90 Day Members
Tom Albrecht
Nutmeg extends a warm welcome to two new 90
day members into Nutmeg Soaring Association.
Both are certificated power pilots with a desire to
earn their glider pilot add-on rating. Both men had
the opportunity to make a couple of glider flights
with CFI Bill K.
Please extend a personal welcome to Matt Rugens
and Dale Ziegenfelder! ◊

The mowing team’s passion for their
work is clearly apparent in this photo as they adopt the
“spooning position” to troubleshoot a recent problem.
Photo Courtesy Bill Kenyon

Air Compressor in Nutmeg Hangar
10

Matt Rugens (left) with Bill K.

Tom Albrecht
The electric air compressor in Nutmeg Hangar 10
was caught smoking in a designated no-smoking
area yesterday! A member unplugged the electric
cord for the compressor. I have not had a chance
to look at it and determine what the damage is, but
I request anyone using the air compressor in
the future please unplug the electric cord to
prevent the compressor from smoking.
When finished using the big air compressor in
the old hangar please turn off the branch
circuit box supplying power to it. If you don't
know how, ask me and I'll show you.
Thanks for your help. ◊
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Dale Ziegenfelder with Bill K. ◊

McNamara Family Visit

Photos Courtesy Karen Bennet

Bob Pett

A Neighborly Soaring Visit
Tom Albrecht
Most members of Nutmeg Soaring Association
know that the nursery located just west of the
airport is known as Story's Nursery. Recently,
John Boyce made a Grob flight with the founder
and long time operator of the nursery, George
Story.

Robin, Cam and Isabelle have always been very
attached to Freehold. They joined Nutmeg when
the club moved to Freehold in 2003. Isabelle
practically grew up at the airport and the ashes of
their dog, Carnegie, were scattered there as the
airport was a favorite of his as well.
When the family moved
to Vancouver, Canada
in 2007, they decided
to maintain their ties to
Freehold. They renewed
their ties when they
returned for the Fourth
of July encampment in
2009 and plan to return
in future years.

Pictured here is George Story in the front seat with
John Boyce next to him. I believe this is the first
glider flight for George. ◊

Click the link below to
see a view from the
deck of their house in
Vancouver. Nutmeggers
are welcome to visit:
http://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=M3XXXDPS
h38.

◊
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Proposed By-Law Change
Jeff Driscoll
The current by-laws provide for one member of the
BOD to be the "Secretary-Treasurer". Currently
Mac is fulfilling the duties of club secretary since
the Treasurer's job is practically full-time. It has
been proposed to the BOD, discussed, and the
board recommends to the club that an additional
board member position be created, that of
"Secretary" and the "Secretary-Treasurer" position
be modified to be "Treasurer".
The By-Laws substance that relates to the
secretarial duties of the Secretary - Treasurer will
be changed to reflect those as the duties of the
Secretary. In addition, the new Secretary position
will have the added responsibilities of monitoring
and maintaining all official registration documents
of club equipment such as gliders and glider
trailers.
The process of changing the By-Laws is set forth in
the By-Laws as such:

ARTICLE XIV - AMENDMENTS
Section 1: Amendments to these By-Laws may be made by a
majority vote at any general membership
meeting after having been voted on favorably
and tabled from the previous membership
meeting.

First Solo
Tom Albrecht
July 9, 2009 Freehold Airport - we witnessed a
first solo in glider made by Dale Ziegenfelder. Dale
joined Nutmeg Soaring Association a couple of
weeks ago as a 90 day Introductory member.
He has previously earned his Private Pilot ASEL
certificate and decided to join Nutmeg Soaring in
order to pursue training for his add of glider rating.
Since joining Nutmeg Soaring Dale has come out to
the airport for many full days of flight training. We
wish him continued success in his pursuit of the
glider pilot rating! ◊

Section 2: The substance of the proposed amendment shall
have been stated in the meeting notice and
each Member shall have had one week's notice
in advance of such proposed amendment.
This is therefore the notice required for the substance of the
proposed amendment and it will be discussed
at the next general meeting. If a majority votes
for it, the proposed amendment will be tabled
and brought up for the final vote at the
subsequent general membership meeting.
If anyone has suggestions for any modifications to this proposal,
please let me know as we can still fine tune the
substance of the proposed position and its
responsibilities. ◊

Dale in the L-23 Super Blanik just before his first solo .

Nutmeg Newsletter 6

Minutes Nutmeg Soaring BoD June 27, 2009
Don McKinlay (Mac)

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 P.M. and the following items were discussed that did not require
a vote but a general consensus of the Board of Directors:


Bruce Stobbe will make changes in the Operations Manual that will include the L-23’s that are,
currently, not included.



Esteban Draganovic will continue to upgrade the radios in the 1-26 and the L-33; working with funds
previously approved by the Board.



Jim Sidway asked the Board of Directors about several issues pertaining to how they felt about billing
for electricity. It was the decision that each campsite owner would pay 1/22 of the bill without
regard to usage of the power or the campsite.



The campsite owners will pay on a 50/50 basis with Nutmeg the dumpster expense.



A security system known as RFID will be implemented as has been discussed in the Newsletter.



An investigation into security cameras has been started. Cost, Location, practicality etc. are still being
investigated. This issue at present is only being considered.



The concern that all users of the airport be insured was again discussed and the Board of Directors
remain adamant that this be carried out as previously voted on.

The Board voted on and passed the following items:


The old Ford tractor, the pickup truck body, the grader blade that went to the Ford tractor and
the old rotary mowing deck be sold. Peter Whitbeck and Tom May will check into potential purchasers.
Clem has made a bid on the old gas tank. The Board of Directors would like to make his offer
contingent on his removing the old roller.



The division of the old title Secretary/Treasurer as one position be divided into two separate jobs.
The Secretary would assume additional duties and be considered a member of the Board of Directors.
This will require a change in the By-Laws and must be approved by the membership.
Currently Don “Mac” McKinlay will continue the secretary duties.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:40 P.M. ◊
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Nutmeg Soaring Association
General Membership Meeting
Freehold Airport
July 11, 2009
Nineteen members were in attendance and the meeting was called to order at 5:06 P.M.
The following items were discussed:


Chris Atkins has made a generous donation of a brand new laptop computer.
It will be turned over to Jim Sidway for financial records of Nutmeg Soaring.



Jim Sidway gave a report on our finances that are currently stable.
Four parties have signed on to the prepaid gas program.



It was noted that the gas meter is hard to read unless you step up onto the cable spool placed
below it. Accurate recording of the meter is imperative and should be done before and after
dispensing fuel. Do not rely on the preceding log entry as this might be incorrect and the
records will be worthless.



The old truck gas tank will be set up for regular gas to be used in golf carts, weed whackers,
chain saws etc. Lee Ramsdell has offered to use his truck to fill it.



A motion to purchase new seat belts for Blanik 15S was voted on and passed.
The wings on Grob 553 are in dire need of surface treatment. Bill Kenyon has offered to hard wax
them if a crew will clean them and Nutmeg will pay for the wax.
It was agreed that this should be done.



Bruce Stobbe reported on the repairs needed to be done on the Pawnee’s #1 cylinder.



Everyone was reminded that they must give a copy of their insurance policy to Len Herman.



The Board of Directors has approved the division of the title Secretary/Treasurer creating
two separate positions and giving both titles a vote on the Board of Directors.
This was brought before the General Membership meeting but cannot be voted on until the
next General Meeting as per the Nutmeg By-Laws.



Clem has expressed interest in some items: old Ford tractor and old pick up body.
It was felt he could have these provided he removes the old roller and shock strut.
Clem has a buyer for the old fuel tank at a price of $700.00.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Don “Mac” McKinlay,
Recording Secretary
◊
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Nutmeg Alum
Jeff Driscoll
One of our better poses! The guest is none other than
Corwin Sharp, currently a Green Mountain State boy
and member of NESA, New England Soaring
Association based in Springfield, VT. He moved there
with his lovely wife Priscilla 16 years ago after being a
member of Nutmeg for about 10 years. Corwin served
as President from 1989 to 1991 followed by my first
term as President.
Members should remember his yellow Schweizer 1-23
"KX", tied down at Candlelight Farms and then at
Springfield through about 2007 when he sold it to a
Post Mills glider pilot. Corwin, unfortunately, comes to
visit us each encampment because I made the
mistake of telling him about Freehold ... the proverbial
bad penny problem.
He has, however, invited the entire club to Springfield
for a good old fashioned encampment like the days of
yore when we would take all the club gliders and tow
planes to Springfield airport for two weeks and camp
on the field. If we let him know when we're coming,
he promises to leave town.  ◊

Corwin Sharp and Jeff Driscoll

Catskill Geology Night
Nutmeg wishes to express its appreciation to
Professor Bob Titus for his presentation to
the club July 5th. Prof. Titus’ talk centered
on the immense Ice Age floods that shaped
large areas of North America and in
particular the Catskill Creek valley and
Freehold.

Open Letter to Nutmeg
Leon Marasco
On Saturday evening, June 27, my wife Kate Harper and I stepped up onto the porch of the Nutmeg club
house. Suddenly, after having last been involved with the organization in 1972, I found myself welcomed
back into the beautiful dream I had left almost forty years ago.
For years, Kate had listened to me reminisce about the
delight I had taken in flying, teaching (particularly young
people), and being among the some of the world’s finest
people: glider pilots and their families. But no amount of
memory could have prepared me for the moment when Kate
and I arrived that day. We happened to walk in on the
Nutmeg board meeting. When I introduced myself, Jim
Sidway stood up, came around the table, and said, “I know
this man. He was my first instructor, when I was thirteen
years old.” (No, I didn’t recognize him.)
The 1962 dream I had shared with Opie Blanchard was to
find a way to provide a safe, inexpensive way for others to
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John Boyce, Kate Harper, and Leon Marasco
Photo Courtesy Karen Bennet

learn to fly in the exquisite way we all know as soaring. I had to forego any part in that dream years ago
when I move to Vermont and gave up flying altogether.
Kate and I want to thank all of you for the incredibly warm welcome we received and felt during the rest
of our stay. Our particular thank to John Boyce, who took time away from his building project to
shepherd us around and to see to it that Kate got a chance to experience her first glider flight. (She
loved it – and can’t wait to get back.) John also created my very first opportunity in a very long time to
experience turning into a thermal and then wishing the clouds hadn’t gotten close so quickly. It was also
great to have several chat with another Nutmeg old-timer, Frank Molnar – and to meet so many of you.
What you folks have achieved is magical – everything about the place, the operation, and the people.
And it was such a job to hear the enthusiasm of new members and the stories of adventures of the teens
who have been flying with you. How wonderful it was to see that the dream had evolved, becoming even
better than I could have imagined.
Thanks again to everyone – we hope to be back soon to fully participate.
Leon Marasco. ◊

Nutmeg Member Lands Out in Elysian Fields
Courtesy Rudi Szigeti and The Newtown Bee
Joseph P. Murphy, 83, husband of Laurie (Long) Murphy of Newtown, died July 2, at Danbury Hospital
after a long battle with Pulmonary Fibrosis and blood clots of the lungs. Mr. Murphy was born in Melrose,
Mass., November 4, 1925, the eldest son of Joseph Patrick and Mary Eunice (Divver) Murphy.
Mr. Murphy was a member of St Rose of Lima Church in Newtown where he was a Lector and Eucharistic
Minister. He was one of the originators of the annual parish carnival. He was a member of Virgilius
Council, Knights of Columbus.
During his 25-year employment with Avco Lycoming as an aeronautical engineer, he was credited with
being the co-owner of two patents. He was assigned to represent the company at the meeting of the
International Engineers Convention in Amsterdam in 1988.
Mr. Murphy was an avid pilot certified in single and multi engine airplanes and was an instructor in glider
flying. He owned his own glider as a member of the Nutmeg Soaring Association.
He loved to read and watch Fox News all day long, and loved his "grandpuppy", Barney.
The family thanks all the staff of Danbury Hospital for their kind help, especially the staff on the 8th floor
for their exceptional care of Mr. Murphy.
A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated in St Rose of Lima Church, July 8. Interment followed in St Rose
Cemetery. Memorial donations may be made to the St Rose of Lima Memorial Fund, 46 Church Hill Road,
Newtown, CT 06470. ◊
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The Nutmeg Newsletter is the official publication of the Nutmeg Soaring Association, Inc.
Edited by Bob Pett,
27 Trumpeter Pl, Slingerlands, NY 12159
Phone: (518) 253-4859
mailto:bobpett1@verizon.net
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