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January Thaw Flooding
Tom Albrecht
Late in the afternoon of January 25th, I was at the
airport and took a look around the entire property to
see how a January thaw can create problems at the
airport. Based on my observations it looks as though
the flood crested in the drainage ditch between the
road and the airport was around 4:30 PM. I'm not
sure about the flood crest in the Catskill Creek but I
took a look from Dave R's campsite and the water
was about 2 ft. below the top of the creek side. ◊
January Thaw floods portions of Freehold Airport
Photo Courtesy Tom Albrecht
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It is that time of year again to recall the fun times
of the summer at Freehold. We have recalled some
memorable moments, but we need more. If you can
recall a humerous incident or notable action of a
member (or spouse), please share it with us and
we will protect your anonymity. Please send your
suggestions to Winnie: wlk5400@yahoo.com or
Carol: razimax@aol.com ◊
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2010 Freehold Projects: Volunteers Needed!
Tom Albrecht and Jeff Driscoll
Nutmeg needs more volunteers to help with many ongoing and one-time jobs at Freehold airport. Listed
below are some of the major areas where we need help. Please think about where your time and talents
can best be helpful, and contact me or Tom Albrecht to discuss helping. Hurry up and sign up for a few
before all the good ones are taken!
Ongoing chores:
1. Mowing grass.
2. Weed whacking around the Admin building, hangar, parking curbs, fencing, and flower beds.
Roundup is the alternative choice for vegetation control, but only for limited use.
3. Emptying trash cans and recycle collection containers.
4. Washing club gliders.
5. Cleaning bathrooms.
6. Dusting interior of the Admin building.
Special Projects:
A. Clean and paint the front stoop/steps and hand railing on the front of the Admin building. See
Tom A. for paint supplies.
B. Build a new well pit cover to replace the existing one that is rotting. This project has priority
because it’s ready to cave into the well pit if an adult stands on the top of it!
C. Remove the old 2-33 glider tie down paraphernalia next to where the Super Blanik 15S is tied
down.
D. Paint the hold line on the taxiway.
E. Paint the tires circling the wind sock.
F. Paint the wood window and door trim on the porch wall of the Admin building.
G. Make and install a sign on the street side of the Admin building.
Something simple that might read “Freehold Airport-Home of Nutmeg Soaring Association“.
H. Repair the red portable air tank in hangar 10.
I. Pickup and remove debris (pieces of tree branches from the Jan flood) from parking lot exit and
the upstream end of the culvert pipes under the exit and entrance to the main parking lot.
J. We need a sign made to hang from the new yellow rope between the wood fence post and the
side of the old hanger. The sign might read something like “No parking! Emergency vehicle
access only!”
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Projects already completed or committed to:


Install a new fence between the Admin building and the aircraft apron.
Done. Nov. 2009



New entrance/exit posts need to be installed next to the 2 access points from CR 67 to the airport.
Completed in Nov. 2009



Repair water damaged sheet rock in the corner of the Admin building. In process (Dale Z.)



Replace broken window in the back room (where the diesel tank is) of the of the old hangar.
Completed by Dale Z.



Install new piston rings in a Nutmeg golf cart.
Dale Ziegenfelder has commited to working on cart #2 this Winter.



Repair blown head gasket in the air compressor in hangar 10. (This compressor will be necessary
when our mechanic does the annual inspections on the Pawnee and the Husky.)
Completed thanks to Bob Ward and Jeff Dupire.

◊
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NUTMEG SOARING ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Miry Brook Fire House
Danbury, CT
January 23, 2010

The President called the meeting to order at 7:07 P.M.
The first item discussed was improvement to the Administration Building. Winnie Kenyon is the chairman
of the committee looking into this project. She reviewed the proposals made by our members and
informed us of appliances we have received. At present the major need is for suitable cabinets not yet
found. Jeff Driscoll said he thought he had a line on some possible cabinets. The cost of purchasing them
was discussed, but no resolution was made.
An overlook of our finances was reviewed and for the first time Nutmeg was able to make payment to
members who had loaned us money to purchase hangar #10. We also filled our gas tank which was a
major expense and invested considerable funds in the Pawnee.
There was considerable discussion of dues amount versus other glider clubs. No agreement or changes
were arrived at. Also, tow fees were considered and they will revert to the prices that were in existence
at the beginning of the 2009 season. The Board of Directors will review the overall costs of other clubs
and see if we can adjust our figures as membership is a goal and cost may stand in the way of attracting
new members.
It has been suggested by some that the F r AA is not carrying their share of work or finances at the field.
It was felt that the Board of Directors should meet with them and work out a more agreeable relationship.
The major portion of this meeting was dedicated to the budget. Our President reviewed where he felt we
stood presently and where he felt we should be looking for the future. He then turned the meeting over
to our Treasurer, Jim Sidway. Jim put all the figures up on a screen and handed out pass outs covering
the same material. Jim did an excellent job of having the budget in terms easily understood. There was
a lot of discussion about many of the proposed budget items but in general it’s understood that many
items are just best guesses based on previous history and can’t be nailed down as certain.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:08 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Don “Mac” McKinlay, Secretary
P.S. Jim Sidway has put in many, many hours getting the budget in an understandable condition and is
due much appreciation from all Nutmeg members.
◊
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South Albany Airport
Over Night Bus Trip
Smithsonian National Air
And Space Museum
Sat. March 27, Bus leaves South Albany Airport for the
Smithsonian National Mall Museum and sight seeing in
Washington DC.
Sun. March 28- Arrive at the Smithsonian Udvar Hazy Aviation
Museum for a guided tour of the largest collection of aircraft
and spacecraft in the world. You’ll also see an IMax movie.
Price includes: Hotel accommodations, transportation
provided by Wade Bus Tours, breakfast both days, free
admission to museums and IMax Theater tickets.
Price is $120 per person based on double occupancy
Up to 2 additional children may stay in room free
A $65 fee will apply for transportation per child
A $60 down payment per person is due by Feb 21
Balance due by March 1

Contact:
Ted Zabinski 281-5430
tdragger@hotmail.com
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Trip Itinerary
Sat. March 27
Bus leaves South Albany Airport at 7:15am. Complimentary coffee, donuts and pastries
will be provided. We will make 2 stops to stretch and have lunch, then arrive in
Washington DC. Experience an afternoon at the Smithsonian National Museum and or
sight seeing.
We board the bus at 6pm and onto Chantilly Virginia to check in at the Hyatt Place
Hotel. There are 2 nearby restaurants within walking distance from the hotel. You’ll
have a choice of dinner at the Texas Roadhouse Grill or Applebees. There is also food,
wine and beer available at the hotel.
Sun. March 28
A complimentary continental breakfast will be provided. Bus leaves 9:30 for the
Smithsonian Udvar Hazy Aviation Museum for a (1½ hr) guided tour. 12pm we’ll sit
back, relax and enjoy an IMax movie (45min) at the museum. We’ll have lunch at the
museum and then back to the bus for the trip home. We’ll stop to stretch again and for
dinner. Approximate time of arrival at South Albany Airport is 9:30 pm.
We will have complimentary refreshments and snacks on the bus. You may bring a
lunch if you wish.
A deposit envelope and information form to fill out will be provided at the airport.
Please complete and place into payment slot along with deposit money.

Contact Ted Zabinski - 281-5430
Or
tdragger@hotmail.com
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Kitchen Update
Winnie Kenyon

We have some cabinets!! Many thanks to Amy and Jeff for picking them up in Norwalk and delivery to
Freehold. Thanks also to Tom and Beth Albrecht and Tom May for their help in unloading.
The cost - $450 - I am including here a revised plan utilizing these special cabinets (see below).

Countertops premade at Home Depot are $46 for a 4ft length and flooring is still being researched I saw some lights for the ceiling at Lowe's that I thought would be nice - 3 @ $30 each.
We will need some fundraising dinners for sure to cover the cost, but we would like to jump start the fund
with donations. These could be brought to the March 20 general/safety meeting or mailed to me,
Winnie Kenyon, 19 Bayberry Hill Road, Ridgefield, CT 06877
Anyone interested in volunteering for work on executing our plan can email me (wlk5400@yahoo.com)
and I will put you on my list and notify you when there is a work party scheduled. Thanks in advance for
your participation.
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NUTMEG SOARING ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL BANQUET 2010
Saturday, February 20, 2010
6:00 PM to 11:00 PM
(Snow date Sunday, February 21)
Waterbury Room

Danbury Plaza Hotel & Conference Center
18 Old Ridgebury Road
Danbury, Connecticut 06810

Nutmeg Newsletter 8

Cocktail Reception
6:00PM to 7:00 PM
Domestic and Imported Cheese display - Assortment of Crackers and Flat Breads
Chef’s selection of Three (3) Hors d’Oeuvres

Dinner Buffet
Mixed Green Salad – Choice of Dressing - Assorted Rolls and Butter
Sliced Roast Beef, Burgundy Demi Glaze
Chicken Marsala - Penne Ala Vodka - Chef’s choice of Starch - Fresh Seasonal Vegetables

Dessert
Chef’s Choice of Dessert -Coffee, Tea and Decaffeinated Coffee

ONLY $45.00 per person includes tax and gratuity!

*** 2009 REVIEW - KUDOS AWARDS ***
A display table will be setup for crafts or pictures, so please bring along whatever you
might like to share with everyone.
Directions: http://www.danburyplaza.com/map_and_directions/ - formerly the Danbury Hilton.
NOTE: A special room rate of $79 per room (single or double occupancy) for Banquet 2010 attendees has
been arranged with the Danbury Plaza. You must reserve your room by calling the hotel directly at 203-7940600. Deadline for making room reservations at this special rate is Friday, February 19th, 2010 (Yes, Friday!).
Cut and Mail

Names: ____________________________________________________________ No. of attendees: ______

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________ State: _______ Zip:__________ Phone: _________________
Total Enclosed @ $45.00 per person: ______________ (checks payable to Nutmeg Soaring Association)
NOTE: All banquet reservations must be prepaid and received no later than February 15, 2010. Tickets will be
held for pick up at the door. NO phone reservations accepted. NO refunds.

Please Return with Full Payment to:
Michelle Molnar
175 Old Highway
Southbury, CT 06488
Nutmeg Newsletter 9

Great Floods of Catskill History – Part 1
The Kaatskill Geologist - Robert Titus
The story of the “Channeled Scablands” is a cherished part of
the folklore of geology. The story has its hero, J. Harlen Bretz,
who struggled for decades against the opposition of an
entrenched geological establishment. Bretz overcame the odds,
won his fight, and became acknowledged as the father of one
of the most innovative ideas in the history of geology. What’s
not to like in a story like that? So, let me tell it.
Bretz, during the 1920’s, had been studying a landscape called

Figure 1 - on Saw Kill in Woodstock. This is just a normally

sized form. The Channeled Scablands versions were
much larger, perhaps 1,000’s of times larger.

the “Channeled Scablands” in eastern Washington State.
Here was a complex of unusually deep and rectangular
(flat-bottomed) old river channels. They displayed
enormous potholes that had been drilled into river bedrock
by powerful swirling currents (figure 1). There were also
even bigger ripple marks (figure 2). Al these had been
sculpted by extremely strong currents, far greater than
anything anyone had ever seen in Washington State, or
maybe anywhere else. Vast expanses of Washington, it
seemed, had been overwhelmed by sudden, severe and
extraordinary floods. But how?

The established geologists of the time did not
believe Bretz, who struggled on alone until joined
by J.T. Pardee, who came up with an explanation
for the floods. Pardee postulated that near the end
of the Ice Age, great glaciers had periodically
advanced to block and dam long stretches of some
of the larger rivers in the area. The damming of the
valleys had created a Lake Missoula and a Lake
Spokane, two enormous ice age lakes.
These glaciers advanced and retreated across the
Clark Fork River periodically and every time they
advanced, they blocked the flow of water and
created those great ice dammed lakes, and every
time they melted back, they opened up the same
dams. The results were the periodic Missoula Floods.

Figure 2 - Petrified Devonian ripple marks, foot gives actual
scale of ripples. Red toy car gives scale of the giant Channeled
Scablands ripples.

Each time a dam broke, enormous volumes (500 cubic miles!) of water pounded down the river valleys
and flooded the land below. It was during such successive floods that the channeled scablands were
carved. Those potholes and giant ripple marks simply reflected the extreme power of these astonishing
deluges.
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It took decades of painstaking research to document the exact
history of all this which, it turns out, was very complex. But the
work was done, and Bretz and Pardee eventually prevailed in a
decade’s long debate. In 1979, late in life, Bretz received the
Penrose Prize, the highest award given in geology. David had
truly slain Goliath.
We geologists are very fond of this story of our very own noble
underdog. It is all the better that this wonderful story of great
floods should, it would seem, have no parallel anywhere else. How
could any landscape duplicate the peculiar flood history of the
Channeled Scablands? That would seem highly unlikely, if not
outright impossible.
So, as I am sure you can guess, I would like to describe a similar
geologic story, right here in the Catskills! But first I would like to
tell about still another such flood that happened, nearby, in the
Hudson Valley. That story begins about 13,400 years ago, way
up, just to the northeast of the Adirondack Mountains.
A great glacier, the Laurentide Ice Sheet, had advanced all the
way to Long Island at about 21,000 years ago. Then the climate
changed and the ice began a prolonged retreat which, by 13,400
years ago, had brought it all the way back to the northeastern tip
of the Adirondacks. At that moment it formed an enormous dam
which separated the Hudson Valley from Glacial Lake Iroquois
(figure 3), an ice age lake three times the size of today’s Lake
Ontario.

Figure 3 - Map of Glacial Lake
Albany at the time of the flood.
Illustration by Jack Cook, Wood’s Hole
Oceanographic Institute.

A series of events, precisely similar to the Missoula Floods, unfolded. The ice retreated just far enough,
and melting continued just long enough, until that ice dam became so small and so fragile that, one day,
it simply gave way. That triggered a rush of water, rather a wall of water that cascaded and thundered
its way down the length of the Hudson Valley and out into the Atlantic Ocean. Please stop and really
ponder this notion in your mind’s eye for a while. Conjure up your own images of such a catastrophic
wave of water. Think of the damages it must have inflicted upon the valley as it pounded its way south!
It was an event worthy of the worst of Hollywood’s disaster movies, but this one apparently really did
happen. Sediments from the flood have been located in the Tappan Zee of the lower Hudson. Boulders,
the size of small cars, have been found on the floor of the Atlantic, well offshore, where they were
carried by the flood. It simply defies the imagination to truly appreciate the magnitude of this event! I
promise you: there will be no reenactments of this for the Hudson River Quadricentennial. But I did
promise you a similar catastrophe right here in the Catskills. That is a tall order, but I think that I can
make good on that promise. And what may be the most astonishing part of my claim is that I may have
made my part in the discovery while sitting on the front porch of my home in Freehold (figure 4)!
The Titus’, you see, live right across the street from the Freehold Airport. That is, nowadays, the home of
the Nutmeg Glider Club, operating out of Connecticut and using the Freehold runway and facilities. We
enjoy watching the planes take off and land all summer, but I had never paid much attention to the
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airport surface itself, located on the floodplain of Catskill Creek.

Figure 4 - The moment of discovery, photo
fortuitously captured by the author’s wife.
Photo my Johanna Titus.

I often enjoy having a beer or two on the porch, just before
dinner. Then one day, when the setting sun was just right, I
made a discovery (figure four). I saw faint shadowing on what
appeared to be giant ripples (figure five). Science is supposed to
be a fairly ponderous affair, with long periods of data collecting
and sifting, before any conclusions come along. But it isn’t always
like that. My observations immediately triggered thoughts of J.
Harlen Bretz and his channeled scablands. Could something like
this have happened right across the street from where I lived?
Could a geology columnist really be that lucky? I set to work

doing the research; the ponderous part had begun.
Could the glaciers have once blocked Catskill Creek as
they had in Washington State and along the Hudson? I
searched the literature and, indeed, there it was. Our
own Catskills version of J. Harlen Bretz was none other
than John Lyon Rich. We have met him before in these
columns; he spent decades studying Catskills ice age
history. Rich understood that once a great glacier had
advanced down Schoharie Creek Valley, eventually
reaching a maximum advance, probably somewhere
west of Margaretville.
With cooling ice age climates, this advance continued,
but things eventually had to warm and they did. That
glacier began a retreat and it left behind a valley filled
with ice water (see “Pepacton, A Winter Voyage,”
Kaatskill Life, fall 2003). The retreating glacier acted as
a dam and impounded the waters behind it. Slowly the
glacier retreated, first through Grand Gorge, and then
past Blenheim. All along, there was an ever larger ice
age lake lying behind it. It was called Glacial Lake Grand
Gorge and it was quite a large body of water (see “The
Great Lake of the Catskills”, Kaatskill Life, winter, 1995).
And it was hundreds of feet deep too. There was a lot of
water here: and the potential for a lot of trouble.

Figure 5 - The Freehold Airport, see the wavy shadowing
effect of what look like giant ripples.

Eventually the glacier retreated to the vicinity of
Middleburgh (figure six). That’s when the excitement
began. As long as the ice abutted the walls of the valley,
it continued to act as a dam. But at Middleburgh there is
a gap in the valley wall. We call it the Franklinton Drain
(figure seven). As the ice melted away, the dam at the
drain became unstable and then the water burst
through. …to be continued
This article published with permission from Kaatskill Life from their
Fall 2009 issue.
Nutmeg Newsletter 12

Figure 6 - Glacial lake Grand Gorge, just before the flood.
The Franklinton drain, leading to Catskill Creek, is on the
right (east), see arrow.
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