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NSA - Encampment 2010
Jeff Driscoll
Our encampment this year is scheduled for Saturday
July 3 through Sunday July 11. We expect to have
tow pilots all week, so come for as long as you can.
There will be flying, instruction, swimming and a lot
of evening cookouts and campfires.
Rumor has it there will be telescopes set up for
viewing the heavens with even a few stars thrown in.
We hope Dave Rossetter and Penny will be there with
guitars, so if you can't sing, you'll fit right in. ◊
Tommy May’s first L-33 Flight – May 23rd.
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Upcoming Meeting Dates
* Note – All dates are Saturday
Board of Directors
June 26th
August 21st

October 9th
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General Membership
July 10th
September 4th
November 6th

Tips from Bill Kenyon

Airfoil Simulator
Wally Moran
I have discovered a very interesting web site at
nasa.gov.
There is an excellent display of an airfoil and the
way it creates lift. One can change the angle of
attack, camber, and thickness of the airfoil and
see what happens to the lift. A great place for all
pilots to spend a little time and besides we paid
for it. ◊
http://www.grc.nasa.gov/WWW/K12/airplane/foil2.html

Superblanik Tip
(Important!):
Twist your head under the
front instrument panel, and
you will see a bar running
from left to right side, just aft of where your toes
sit on the rudder pedals. (It operates the tow
release). If you have long feet, it will prevent
you from getting full rudder movement and
your adrenaline will start to run; also, you will
find spin-recovery more difficult. (Do you know
why?)
Solution 1: Sit with your knees partially up
rather than flat-down, so your toes don’t ride so
high.
Solution 2: We can put the bar on the check-list
(e.g., “Front pilot: pull toes in”).
Solution 3: Wear ballet (or no) shoes to fly.

Freehold Festivities – July 3rd

Solution 4: Surgery.

Winnie Kenyon

One of the Superblaniks (I forget which one) has
toe-clips just like your old racing road bike. Be
aware of them, and remember the Airbus A300
that crashed in Queens in 2001 because of too
much rudder input.

5:00 PM - First Annual Freehold Rubber Duckie Race.
Race to begin behind Driscolls' camper and to end at
the swimming hole. See Amy to pick out your own
duck and put your name on it.
$10 each - Half the proceeds distributed to the top 3
finishers; Half to the Kitchen fund. You have to be in it
to win it!! If you are unable to attend, you can still
buy your duckie to race with your name on it - there
will be official observers!!
6:00 PM (approx.) A Freehold Fire Pit Rib Dinner
Includes Ribs, Baked Beans, Corn on the Cob,
Cole Slaw, Dessert, BYOBeverage
Cost: $13.00/person or 2 for $25.00
Reservations Required
*DEADLINE - SUNDAY, JUNE 27* Reply with how
many - YES or NO - to Winnie Kenyon in person, by
phone (203)770-3670, or email wlk5400@yahoo.com

Grob Tip:
The other day, when I was about 5 feet off the
ground on takeoff, the Grob suddenly descended
and hit the ground hard. I thought the world
was coming to an end, until I realized my
peripheral vision had detected movement of the
spoiler handle -- the spoilers had opened fully. I
closed them, and all went well.
The spoilers might have popped open because
there was a sharp bump just before lift-off, or
perhaps because I had not closed them securely
pre-takeoff. Either way, if you’re not otherwise
using your left hand on take-off, close your fist
and push it against the spoiler handle to keep
them from opening. ◊

Thanks, and hope to see you there. ◊
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Introduction to Glider Aerobatics

A ground school will be scheduled at such times as
convenient on weekends at Freehold .

Randol Webb

Since flight time on each flight may be limited,
flights will be conducted only after the pilots are
sure of the maneuvers to be covered and how they
will be performed. Tows to 4000' very near the
airport or practice area will probably be the norm.

A new course, glider aerobatics, is being added to
the activities at Nutmeg. The course is not
designed as a thrill ride event, nor as a
competition style activity, but as a pathway to
increased proficiency, confidence and the resulting
safer operation of glider pilot members.
The course may be used by members as an
introduction to aerobatics to gain confidence and
proficiency or as a foundation for more advanced
aerobatics and competition.
One goal is to explore the glider's limits and
performance envelope and become confident of
operating within such limits and be able to go
near the limits when required. Another goal is
recognizing that some maneuvers, like stalls, are
not only to be avoided at times, but also to be
used as tools to accomplish goals at other times.

All training materials, books, manuals, etc. should
be available on the http://www.faa.gov/ website or
other sites at no cost to members. References that
will be no cost will be suggested. Purchases of
other training materials may be a choice of
individual pilots at their expense, with a goal of a
donated club library of manuals at some future
time.
Club members interested in this course
should contact Randol Webb, 860-350-3903
home or 203-788-7887 cell or
rwebbpilot@earthlink.net or in person at
Freehold so that a list of pilots will be started
and plans to proceed can start. ◊

Within the capabilities of the Grob 103 Acro, the
maneuvers covered will include many stalls from
all aspects, spin prevention, spins and recovery,
chandelles, lazy eights, loops, barrel rolls, clover
leafs and hammer head turns. NO sustained
inverted flight, NO negative G loads, NO slow rolls,
NO tail slides, nor any maneuver prohibited by the
Grob flight manual or airworthiness directives will
be introduced or practiced.
Since parachutes will be required, a small fee may
be charged for the required 180 day inspections
and repacking of borrowed chutes with eventual
purchase of club parachutes. Actual cost should be
very low depending on how many pilots take
advantage of the course.
A one time course on parachute procedures and
egress from the glider with actual practice on
jettisoning the Grob 103 canopy with a chute on
and egress from the glider will be required and
scheduled.
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NUTMEG SOARING ASSOCIATION
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Freehold Airport, May 15, 2010
The meeting was called to order at 6:50 P.M.
An award was given to Dale Z. for all his work over the winter.


A moment of prayer was held in memory of Rudy Opitz and John Champlain.
These men were both active in Nutmeg Soaring and will long be remembered for their willing and
generous gift of time and friendship to this club.



Winnie Kenyon gave a brief talk on the progress being made on the kitchen.
There is a Cookie Jar that needs to be filled to raise money for this project. If you are not sure
about this item just ask around and you will have explained to you the need to fill the jar.



There was a vote on moving money previously intended as membership dues to the kitchen fund.
Marty Schemer feels he will not be able to fly with us this year and would prefer to donate the
dues he has paid to the kitchen fund.



The Memorial Day cookout will be held on Sunday May 30th. Chicken, baked potato, corn on the
cob, green salad and desert all for $10. Call Winnie so we know how many chickens we need.



Commercial rides were again discussed. The need for someone to coordinate how this could be
accomplished in an orderly way without disrupting Club member’s flights seems to be a
sticking point. No one jumped up to volunteer so it was decided to table this discussion for a later
meeting.



Waiver of Responsibility will be requested of all members in the near future.
Exact manner as to how this will be done is not yet established.



Jim Sidway gave a report on our finances but in keeping with past policy, financial matters are not
published. Currently we appear to be solvent.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 P.M.
Respectfully Submitted,
Don “Mac” McKinlay
Secretary
Camper issues not pertaining to Nutmeg: The small Creekside Cart will be sold for $400. This is the result of a
vote by the campers present. ◊
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2010 Freehold Projects: Volunteers Needed!
Tom Albrecht and Jeff Driscoll

First, a big Thank You! for the projects already completed and the ongoing chores being looked after.
We’re actually making a lot of progress, the airport looks great! This month, we have two important
projects needing attention:
1. A lose clapboard under the side door on the East side of the old hangar needs to be secured.

2. At the front of the Admin building the black wrought iron handrails need some scraping and
painting. The door sill and the concrete stoop and steps also need scraping and painting. This
refurbishment will help to present a good first impression on visitors and potential new members
besides enhancing the life span of the entry. See Tom for the paint. ◊
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Ops Update

Glider Maintenance

Notes from the 2010 flying season already in
progress:

If you notice something that needs attention
please note it on the Squawk Sheet which will be
located in the Flight Line trailer, or send me or
Doug Laitinen (our glider maintenance guru) an
email. Just mentioning it to one of us in passing
during the day virtually assures that it will get lost
or forgotten (especially if you mention it to me) in
the dozens of other minor emergencies and issues
that come up during a typical day at the airport.

Golf Carts

Have Some Fun!

Please remember that Nutmeg policy in the past
has been that the priority use for the Nutmeg gas
golf carts is on the flight line. The Nutmeg carts
should be parked and available at the shed in the
morning so that the duty pilot can check fuel and
oil levels as well as tire pressure before the start of
the flying day, and they should be available at all
times on the flight line during operations. Fail to
follow this policy and you may face the ire of our
resident Golf Cart Overlord and Chief Mowing
Instructor.

The season is under way and it’s time to get
serious about what you want to accomplish this
year. Whether it’s getting that Private or
Commercial certificate, checking out in a glider
you haven’t flown yet, or challenging yourself to
make progress towards that next badge,
expanding our experience level keeps the sport
alive and fun, and makes us better pilots. ◊

Bruce Stobbe

Club Gliders
Please take the initiative to wash a club glider
every now and then. You may be surprised at the
help that will materialize from virtually nowhere if
you tow a glider over to the water hose and begin
the chore, and the positive karma you are sure to
receive is priceless. Get to the airport early and
wash the glider of your choice, then be the first to
fly it in its shiny new glory while you enjoy the
improved performance that is sure to result from
your efforts.

Tow Planes
See above – tow planes need a little TLC now and
then too.

Tow Pilots
Tow pilots appreciate help at the end of the day
cleaning and putting the tow planes away. Bug
debris must be cleaned from the windshield as well
as the leading edges of the wings, struts, landing
gear, and prop blades before it becomes a
permanent part of the aircraft, and putting the
planes in the hangar is a multi-person job anyway.
Note that a recent uncertified, undocumented, and
under-funded study recently reported that
members who assist tow pilots in these efforts
typically have better and longer flights.
Coincidence? - I think not.
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Electric Spoilers?
Bill Kenyon
The symptom. We had a bit of concern (Len Herman and I) when the Grob’s spoilers wouldn’t latch
closed when we were in the pattern for landing at Freehold. They would close all the way (as we saw by
looking out the wing), but they wouldn’t latch.
The investigation. After we landed, we looked inside the hatch at the control hookups, and this is what
we saw (left - actually, it’s a reconstruction of what we saw):
In case you’ve forgotten, the black rod at right operates the
spoilers; the black rod at left operates the ailerons; and the
transverse-pipe/knurled-collar/etc assembly at rear is part
of the wing-attachment hardware.
Interpretation of symptoms. Obviously, the battery had
become lodged between the spoiler-activating black rod on
the right, and other parts of the hardware -- preventing the
over-center detent from latching the spoilers closed. The
battery must have fallen from some higher position when
we first opened the spoilers in the pattern.
The figure below shows the “correct” picture -- i.e, without
the battery in the way.
How did the battery get into the controlhookup compartment? The figure below shows
the battery in its normal place, beside the hatch to
the control-hookup compartment. Somehow the
hatch opened, the battery levitated and then fell
through the hatch.

Morals to this story:

Len and I then both recalled that during the early
part of the flight, we had a sharp BUMP of negative
G; cockpit items flew into the air, and we heard a
nasty CRASH from behind the aft seat. The
negative G’s must have opened the hatch, caused
the battery to levitate and escape its tie-down
strap, and then to fall through the open hatch.

A. Tighten down the battery securely using the
strap. Give it a test pull.
B. The hatch does not latch, but should; we
can investigate.
C. When flying solo, secure the rear-seat
harness.
D. Similarly, check for any loose items that can
shift, like microphones. A few negative G’s can
loosen them more and move them around.
E. Take symptoms seriously -- the next pilot in
line for the Grob thought the symptom was
immaterial or exaggerated.
In retrospect, I think we were lucky that other
controls (ailerons?) did not jam. ◊
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The Nutmeg “Buck Box”
Tom Albrecht
Recently at Freehold airport, I was told by a
Cessna pilot who had tied down his airplane for
the last 3 days or so that he had left $40 in the
red "buck box" on the back porch of the Admin
building.
Today I asked John Boyce if he had built the box
and he replied that he had built it back in the
days when Nutmeg Soaring Assoc. was based at
Candlelight in Ct. John explained that when a
club pilot touched down before the displaced
threshold he was to pay a $1 penalty and deposit
it into the red box.
This evening I had to carefully pry the bottom of
the box off part way so that the money inside
could be removed and sent to our club
treasurer.
In addition to the $40 tie down fee from the
Cessna owner there was a dollars worth of coin
and $56 in one dollar bills inside the box!
I re-secured the bottom of the box and wonder if
a member can think of a new "reason" to use it
at Freehold airport! ◊
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Memorial Day Weekend Reflections
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Advertisement
Welcome Back Nutmeg
Soaring Association!
From your friends at

Lawyer’s General Store
2351 Route 145 East Durham
Phone/Fax (518) 634-2546
Located 1.5 miles west of the
Freehold Airport
Open 7 Days a Week
Celebrating our 97th year!!
Lawyer’s General Store, East Durham, New York.

Come visit us for any of the following
needs:

LAWYER’S GENERAL STORE
Since 1912

Deli, Lottery, ATM, Groceries,
Beer/Soda, Newspapers, Ice,
Hardware, Gifts, Coffee/breakfast
sandwiches,
Camping Supplies, RV Antifreeze, Irish
Imports and much more…
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The Nutmeg Newsletter is the official publication of the Nutmeg Soaring Association, Inc.
Edited by Bob Pett,
27 Trumpeter Place, Slingerlands, NY 12159
Phone: (518) 253-4859
mailto:bobpett1@verizon.net
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