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Nutmeg Fleet Operating Manuals
Bob Pett
Nutmeg Glider Operating Manuals and Type
Certificates have been posted to the documents
section of the Nutmeg Web Site.
http://www.nutmegsoaring.org/Documents.asp?snid=52338936
3&org=nutmegsoaring.org . ◊

*SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, Freehold Pig Roast*

Duty Pilot, Nan Jackson, cracks the whip at the flight line.
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Duty Pilot Schedule

Upcoming Meeting Dates

New Member intro to the Nutmeg Website
and Midweek Soaring Email List
Labor Day Ham Dinner Thank You!

The piggy has been ordered, and we are currently
planning sides of (at least) roasted potatoes, salad
and apple pie. With enough reservations we can
keep the cost at $10/person. We would like to
count you (and any friends you would like to bring)
in the festivities. Please respond to Winnie Kenyon
by phone (203) 770 3670 or email me at

* Note – All dates are Saturday
Board of Directors
October 9th
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General Membership
November 6th

Accomplishments
New Glider Pilot

First Solo!

Tom Albrecht

Tom Albrecht

Saturday, August 28, 2010 Nutmeg Soaring
Association of Freehold airport, Freehold,
NY gained another Private glider pilot! Pictured
below, from left to right, Flight instructor Jeff
Driscoll congratulates member Matt Rugens on
his successful pilot test with DPE Wally Moran on
the right. Matt Rugens joined Nutmeg Soaring
Assoc. in June of 2009 as a 90 day member. He
then advanced to a full season member and
concentrated on getting flight instruction from a
variety of club instructors. Matt previously
earned his ASEL powered certificate in Nov. '07
and now says that he "paid more and got less" as
a powered airplane student than he has received
as a member of Nutmeg Soaring! Matt's best
flight as a student glider pilot was an hour and 50
min's and an altitude of 6100'. Matt is now
interested in getting checked out in the club 1-26
and Grob 103. Nutmeg Soaring congratulates
Matt and wishes him much fun! ◊

Another first solo with Nutmeg Soaring
Association of Freehold airport, NY. Glider
instructor Wally Moran on left congratulates
Nutmeg member and glider student pilot Dennis
Jackson on his first solo in a club Blanik L-23.
The event took place on August 28, 2010.
Dennis joined Nutmeg Soaring Assoc. in April
2010 as a 90 day member. He is now a full
season member. Dennis is a Quality Engineer for
Sikorsky Aircraft in Ct. and chose Nutmeg
Soaring Assoc. as the place to be! Dennis first
developed an interest in gliders when he saw a
remake of the movie titled "The Thomas Crown
Affair" that included a glider in its plot! His most
enjoyable flight so far, aside from his first solo,
was a flight to 6000' with a tow release in a
thermal at 3000'! He was very impressed with
that and also says that his experience as a
student glider pilot is "life changing, with a huge
sense of accomplishment"!
Nutmeg Soaring Association congratulates Dennis
Jackson on his first solo! ◊

Saturday, August 28, 2010 Nutmeg Soaring Assoc. member Len
Herman completed his checkout and first solo in the club Blanik
L-33. He said that his flight was awesome! ◊
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New Member Welcome

but can easily top $4,000 plus the down time of
the glider. Please pay attention to this and close
any canopy that you see open with nobody nearby
to attend to it, then have a friendly chat with the
person responsible.

Betty Boyce

Please welcome our two newest 90 day members,
Dr. Marc Heller and Frank Toth both of
Cooperstown!

L-23 Status

Frank and Marc have known each other for many
years. Frank worked to get a glider club started in
Cooperstown but didn’t receive the interest he had
hoped. Frank has a Pilots Certificate, 2000 hours
of flight time, and owns 2 gliders. Marc received
flight training 25 years ago and is looking to
restart his training. Frank’s picture is below.

We are in the process of replacing the rudder
cables and several other parts that have a 16-year
life limit on them on N815S. We were unable to
find an alternate source for these cables and the
lead time from Blanik is 14 weeks, so it looks like
15S will be down for the rest of this season. Next
year N293BA will be due for similar maintenance
but we will already have the parts on hand so the
down time should be minimal.

Frank and Mark, Welcome to Nutmeg Soaring
Association! ◊

The Board of Directors recently voted to install an
audio vario as well as a compensated pneumatic
vario in N293BA and we hope to have this
completed before the end of the season.
Washing and Waxing
Several of us washed and waxed N815S after derigging it and before putting it on its trailer over
Labor Day weekend, and we also washed and
detailed the Pawnee. This year as a club we did
not wash and wax gliders on opening day, but I
think that Jim Sidway took care of this on the L-33
himself on one of the following weekends – thank
you Jim! This means that the 1-26, N293BA, and
the Grob are all well overdue for a good wash and
wax. Please take the initiative to rally some fellow
members to get this done soon so we do not have
to suspend flying on a nice day in order to do it.

Frank Toth

Pride of Ownership

Operations Update
Bruce Stobbe
Watch those canopies!
We seem to be getting into a very bad habit lately
– leaving canopies open on unattended or
unoccupied gliders. This is can be a very
expensive mistake since a sudden gust of wind
caused by a thermal or an airplane taxiing by can
slam the canopy closed and crack it. Cost to
repair damage such as this varies with the glider,

Please remember that all of our club aircraft,
equipment, and facilities belong to all of us and we
should all take care of them as we would if they
were owned by any of us as individuals. Proper
care and maintenance of these valuable and
important assets are not the responsibility of any
single individual in the club, but the responsibility
of all of us collectively. Please take care of things
when you see that they need attention – get help
if you need it, but take the lead on seeing that it
gets done. Do not wait for the next guy to do it,
and please do not leave it as a surprise for the
next guy. ◊
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NUTMEG SOARING ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors Meeting
Freehold Club House
August 14, 2010, 5:00 P.M.



Bill Kenyon requested that Nutmeg purchase a Borgel 400 Audio Vario for 3BA also known as the
“Silver Bullet”. The Board felt that this was a reasonable request and would give new and student
pilots the advantage of keeping their eyes more out of the cockpit. There was also a great deal of
discussion about keeping a pneumatic back up in the panel. The Board voted to purchase the audio
vario.



Len Herman recommended that we go ahead with the purchase plus materials for placement
could run another $1,000. The Board felt that a final decision should be made by the general
membership. Their next meeting will be on Labor Day weekend where a vote will be taken.



Jim Sidway drew our attention to the fact that we are running low on aircraft fuel.
The Board requested that Jim purchase enough fuel to get us through this season.



Bruce Stobbe informed the Board that 15S, AKA “White Lightening” needs to have four items
replaced in order to meet the manufacturer’s essential requirements:
1:
2:
3:
4:

new rudder cable
tow release cable
pneumatic tubing
repacking of landing strut.

It was our belief that the cables would have to be ordered from the manufacturer (Blanik).
However Randall Webb has found a US supplier but follow up will be necessary to know for certain.


At present the Airworthiness Certificate is missing from the “Silver Bullet”, N293BA.
If you know where it is please let us know. A copy can be obtained but this will involve the FAA.



The Pawnee needs leading edge protection for the propeller.



L-33 (little Blanik) made a hard landing. Inspection is required. It will be out of service until that is
completed.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 P.M.
Respectfully submitted
Don “Mac” McKinlay
Secretary ◊
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NUTMEG SOARING ASSOCIATION
General Membership Meeting

Respectfully submitted
Don “Mac” McKinlay
Secretary

September 4, 2010, 6:55 P.M.
Freehold Club House


The Gazebo fund is short approximately $1,000. The motion was made for the Nutmeg treasury to spend up
to that amount to complete the project. The motion was passed on a split vote.



There has been a constant problem with reconciling the duty pilot’s sheet and the tow pilot’s sheet. Jim will
redesign the duty pilot sheet removing some columns. The tow pilot will record the release altitude. It will
be the duty pilot’s responsibility to collect both sheets at the end of the day and put them in the addressed
envelope and get them immediately in the mail.
There is no job in Nutmeg more demanding than that of the TREASURER. False or incomplete
information is a nightmare. Make sure all columns are addressed, estimate times if all else fails.
One other consideration that is important for the duty pilot is to remain on duty until the last ship is
down. You are the main source of communication with those in flight.
The duty pilot must ask each person prior to their flying if they have signed the waiver. Mac will provide
a list of those not yet signed.



The cooking crew should not be responsible for cleanup. Those who enjoyed one of our great meals
should pitch in with the entire cleanup.



Nan Jackson and Bruce Stobbe will begin the task of the nominating committee for officers to serve
starting 2011. Don’t be timid to throw your hat in the ring.



Due to the efforts of Bill Kenyon Nutmeg has received a grant for a tractor. Bill Kenyon, John Benson,
Kendall Toussaint and Mac will prepare the necessary paperwork to begin the process toward purchase of a
suitable tractor.



Freehold Airport is the only public airport in Greene County. Based on that fact we feel we are in a good
position to be considered for a runway improvement grant. It was the feeling of some of our members that
we should make an effort to enlighten some of the local emergency services of our desire to improve our
airport.



The Treasurers report indicates that we are in good shape for the remainder of this year with a balance to
carry forward for 2011.



Operations report: The Pawnee is behaving. The parts have been ordered for the AD’s on the Super Blaniks
and a Borgell vario has been ordered for the “silver bullet” with plans to order a second one next year so
that both Blaniks will be equipped.



Hangar #10 is about to get a thorough clean out. If you have personal items in hangar #10, get them out
or lose them.



Waiver #9 approved at the last special General Meeting is now available. It must be signed by everyone
including members, guests and trial members prior to their getting into a glider. This waiver takes effect on
September 19, 2010. Waivers will be available at the Nutmeg trailer and should be given to Mac when
completed. The motion was made and passed requiring this mandatory waiver and active effective date. ◊

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 P.M. ◊
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Nutmeg Landing Pattern
Recommendations

8) Use of spoilers near touchdown: If the
descent rate is not excessive, there is no need to
retract the spoilers prior to or during round out and
flare, as doing so may result in ballooning and/or
floating well past the intended point of
touchdown."

Jeff Driscoll
Here are the results of our recent instructor meeting
and efforts to provide standard guidelines and
recommendations for landing gliders at Freehold.
Notes from the Nutmeg Instructors’ Meeting of 8/21/2010
The instructors' meeting last Saturday was very
productive in resolving a number of issues regarding
our guidance on pattern speeds, target touchdown
points, spoiler use during flair and touchdown and
pattern altitude. Additional information is provided from
the Nutmeg Operating Rules.

9) After landing clear the runway towards the
corn.
10) We will use the Nutmeg Flight Training
Syllabus and Lesson Plans. A summary checklist
for the cover page is being developed to help both
students and instructors chart their progress
towards the goals of solo and private pilot - glider
certificate.
11) We encourage instructors to start signing
up again on our website for duty. ◊

1) Pattern Speeds to Fly: pilots should decide on a
speed to fly based on a "calm conditions" speed [see
below] plus half the surface headwind component for all
Nutmeg gliders except the 1-26 where we use all of the
headwind component (per the POH).
2) Fly the entire pattern and approach at this
target speed. Flair and touchdown should be at a
lower speed to minimize energy during rollout and stop.
3) "Calm conditions" speeds are:
50 kts for the Blanik L-23's and Blanik L-33
55 kts for the Grob 103
45 mph for the Schweizer 1-26.
4) Target pattern entry altitude is 1000 AGL
(1440 MSL). Use spoilers as necessary to account for
actual pattern entry altitude, wind conditions, sink or
lift in the pattern using the "TLAR" (That Looks About
Right) from pattern entry through touchdown in order
to achieve a safe landing.
5) Target pattern entry points are abeam the
pavement.
6) Runway 30 desired touchdown point is abeam,
but not before, the taxiway just a couple feet to
the left of the pavement. This approach will keep
gliders away from the trees to the south of the creek
and eliminate the need for an "S" turn before
touchdown.
7) Runway 12 desired touchdown point is on the
grass, 10-20' to the right of the pavement just
beyond, but not before, the end of the pavement.

Local Geologist Kicks Off New Project
Bob Pett
Recently, our
local Geologist
and author,
Bob Titus,
kicked off his
new project
“Geology from
the Air” with a complimentary glider ride
courtesy Randol Webb. Bob will also be
publishing an article on the Freehold Airport
and Nutmeg Soaring Association in an
upcoming Kaatskill Life issue. Nutmeg is very
appreciative of Bob allowing many of his
articles to be published in the newsletter.
Bob’s articles have raised everyone’s
awareness of the local geology and the ice
age environment that shaped the beautiful
landscape we soar over. ◊
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New Member Intro to the Nutmeg Website and
Midweek Soaring Email List
Jeff Driscoll
Here's the process for getting onto the Nutmeg website, both for editing personal information and gaining
access to members-only areas such as looking up members, emailing members or groups, posting news
bulletins, posting ads in our exchange, etc.
A. The first step for new members is to make sure Betty Boyce has your contact information provided on
the new member application form. Betty will add your information to the Nutmeg member roster on
Nutmegsoaring.org. Providing an email address is critical to gaining access to editing your personal
information, but not to gaining access to the members-only areas.
B. To edit your personal information:
1. Go to Nutmegsoaring.org
2. Go to the bottom of the blue sidebar on the left: "edit my account".
3. Enter your email address with no password. A temporary password will be emailed to you.
4. On the same form, enter the password that was emailed to you along with your email address
5. Edit any of your personal information.
C. To access the Members Only section:
1. From anywhere on the site, look at top right corner there's a padlock icon. Click on that.
2. Enter your name (first & last, separated with a space) and the member access password
“81z05z”. Neither names nor password is case sensitive.
3. You now have access to our information for members only and can post articles, announce events,
look up members, email members, etc. When you want to look up members, enter their last name or
the first few letters and hit enter. To lookup all members, just hit enter.
D. To be added to the midweek soaring email group:
1. Simply send an email to: lists@nutmegsoaring.org; subject: midweek; in the body put only:
subscribe midweek
2. You will now receive all emails sent to that group, and can reply to all people in that group.
Typically, if a midweek day, usually Fridays, looks good for soaring, someone (who could be you) will take
the initiative to solicit the group to see who else may be interested in flying. If there's a few people,
someone will email or call the tow pilots to find a ready, willing and able volunteer. Same with an instructor,
if needed, they let everyone on the midweek group know that things are set up for that day. ◊
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Labor Day Ham Dinner – Thank You!
Bob Pett

Besides fielding an inspiring group of pilots, it turns out that the Nutmeg crew has also been developing a
certain skillset around throwing successful events. Case in point, the Labor Day Ham Dinner, lead by none
other than Winnie Kenyon, was an outstanding success. The new kitchen was put through its paces, handling
large numbers of potatoes, a spiral ham, baked beans, numerous cooks, and a massive number of desserts,
including an Apple Pie hand crafted by Paul Quinn (who woulda thought?) with assistance from his back yard
Apple Tree. As festivities were ramping up, the heavens opened up with a torrential downpour. A few
moments later, the sun broke through producing the most gorgeous rainbow on record with what looked like
a pot of gold right on the runway 30 approach. A number of members were barely conscious after the
sumptuous meal making our President’s job at the general membership meeting “a piece of cake” in pushing
his legislative agenda through both houses in record time. Murmurs were heard from the Ops Team that
bolts on the club gliders should be tightened in preparation for being flown at gross maximum weight in the
days ahead. Seriously, Thank You to everyone who contributed to making the Labor Day Ham Dinner, a
fun, tasty, and memorable event! Here are a few photos that capture the great time we all had… ◊
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The Nutmeg Newsletter is the official publication of the Nutmeg Soaring Association, Inc.
Edited by Bob Pett,
27 Trumpeter Place, Slingerlands, NY 12159
Phone: (518) 253-4859
mailto:bobpett1@verizon.net
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