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Randol discusses soaring with visitors to the Nutmeg Open House  
April 30, 2011. 

Nutmeg Attire 

 

Winnie Kenyon 

 

Below, please find the cost for the Nutmeg 

shirts/fleeces. I will have a signup sheet at the field 

to take orders and deposits over the Memorial Day 

weekend.  I would like to have your decision by 

then to simplify the orders: 

 

Item Features Price 

Fleece Jacket forest green or 

charcoal grey 

$40 

Collared polo with pocket - 

royal blue 

$30 

Collared polo no pocket -

 royal blue 

$25 

Hanes Beefy T long sleeve -  

with pocket -

 Lt. Steel 

$25 

Hanes Beefy T long sleeve -

  no pocket - 

Sand 

$25 

Hanes Beefy T short sleeve -  

with pocket - 

Sand 

$20 

Hanes Beefy T short sleeve -  

no pocket - 

Sand 

$15 

  

◊ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMORIAL WEEKEND PICNIC 

Date: SATURDAY, MAY 28, 2011 

A cookout is being planned for Saturday, May 28, 

at the Clubhouse, following glider operations. 

For $3/person or $5/couple we will provide the 

hamburgers and hotdogs.  Details below. 
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FIRST MAY OPERATIONS BULLETIN 

 

Randol Webb  

 

The First Annual (somebody 

named it) Nutmeg Open 

House has come and gone. 

Many positive comments were gathered, some 

by word of mouth and others by email. Few, if 

any negative comments have been received. 

There are several suggestions for improvements 

that will be incorporated in future events like 

this one. The comments from the registration 

and food area and from the launch area and in 

reference to operations golf carts have been 

noted. Most of the suggestions are very good 

ones and point out areas that were not 

addressed or briefed adequately. If any 

member has comments or suggestions for 

improvement, please send them to 

rwebbpilot@earthlink.net. They will be noted 

and referenced for any future event. 

 

We gained several new members and some 

have already started flying with us. Others have 

indicated a commitment to join. Probably, we 

can forecast five or more new members. Two or 

three young people were identified as likely 

candidates for scholarship students. 

 

We gave away nine demo flights as prizes, four 

via raffle, four for interesting airplanes 

attending and one for the most deserving CAP 

cadet. We sold eighteen (18) demo flights at 

$75.00 each and have more coming for a flight 

in the future (at $100.00 each).  

 

 

 
Some comments received noted the clean and tidy 
airport appearance and the friendliness of Nutmeg 
members. 

 
We owe a lot to the many members that 

devoted their time and energy to that end, by 

making signs and chocks, gathering supplies 

like coffee, donuts, drinks, etc. and cleaning up 

the grounds and buildings during the weeks 

before the event. Also, the members and others 

that manned the registration area, the launch 

area and general grounds and especially the 

CAP cadets and their leaders for help in parking 

cars and airplanes during the event, deserve 

great credit. I would like to name them all, but 

that will be for another letter. 

 
A few notes about future projects and works in 
progress: 
 
The 1-26 is in annual and airworthy, but 

beginning to look shabby and in need of some 

attention. 

We are considering a summer project for 

recovering and painting it. Dave, Nan and John 

have recovered many projects and think the 

fabric flight controls could be done except for 

painting in about three days. While that goes 

on, the wings and fuselage could be stripped 

and prepared for paint, so that all could be 

painted near the same time. The total time the 

1-26 would be out of service could be as little 

as two weeks. It, the 1-26, is a nice flying 

glider and has a place in our operation and with 

encouragement, our members could benefit 

well by having 1-26 flight time. 

 

Bruce Stobbe has been and is working on GPS 

flight recorders for the tow planes and gliders. 

Soon, they all should have GPS capability with 

ability to record each flight including length and 

release altitudes. The tow planes would have 

the same, plus glider pilots names, etc. In the 

future, we may be a paperless operation with 

the data from those recorders being 

downloaded and transmitted directly to 

bookkeeping. In combination with the online 

data from duty and tow pilots, we would have 

backups and could even continue with paper 

records (at least until all the computer stuff 

proves reliable).  

 

The hanger ten (10) needs to be cleaned out of 

everything except that having to do with tow 

planes and their maintenance. Bicycles, boxes 

of useless junk, etc. are always in the way. 

Please, if you have anything in there not 

associated with tow planes or maintenance, 

don't make others step over, go around or 

otherwise live with hazards not necessary. The 

tow rope table and rope making equipment and 

supplies will be moved to the old hanger office 

and other stuff will find a new home elsewhere. 

Useless junk will be disposed of. There is barely 

enough room for tow planes and no room for 

anything else. Looking forward to a great flying 

season. See you at our airport. ◊

 

mailto:rwebbpilot@earthlink.net
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Memorial Weekend Picnic 

Winnie Kenyon 

Date: SATURDAY, MAY 28, 2011 

A cookout is being planned for Saturday, May 

28, at the Clubhouse, following glider 

operations. 

 

For $3/person or $5/couple we will provide the 

hamburgers and hotdogs. 

 

We are asking attendees to sign up to bring: 

appetizers: 

 

Guacamole Dip - Dawn Mele 

 

(2 more) Sides such as: 

 

 Baked Beans 

 Potato Salad 

 Macaroni Salad 

 Green Salad 

 Cole Slaw - Karen Bennett 

 

Desserts: 

 

 Sheet cake - Jeanne Benson 

 

2 more such as: 

 

 Fruit Salad 

 Brownies 

 Hamburger Rolls/ Hot Dog Buns 

 Lettuce, tomatoes 

 onions, pickles 

 Cheese for Burgers 

 Relish, Ketchup, Mustard - Winnie 

 

Beer? Wine? 

 

We have some water and colas left over from 

the Open House. 

 

Please contact WInnie wlk5400@yahoo.com or 

(203) 770-3670. 

 

Let me know if you plan to come and what you 

would like to bring. ◊ 

   

 

mailto:wlk5400@yahoo.com
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Duty Pilot Checklist - Reminder 

 
The primary responsibility is to run a safe, efficient 
ground operation.  

 

Before Flying Begins 

 
 Receive and post weather briefing for the day. (If the 

weather may preclude flight operations, consult 
with the Duty Instructor.)  

 
 See that all ground equipment (golf carts, mobile 

phone, base station, hand-held transceiver, tow 
ropes and log sheets) are ready and properly used 
during the day. 

 
 Organize members to untie club gliders, perform 

pre-flight inspections, and stage gliders for launch.  
 

 Ensure that Pre-flight log sheets are completed for 
all Nutmeg gliders prior to first flight.  

 

Once the Flight Operation Begins 

 
 Monitor the airport frequency. 

 
 See that member participation in towing operations 

(i.e. glider hookup and launch) conforms to standard 
signals and is conducted in a safe manner.  

 
 Arrange for prompt retrieval and parking of aircraft 

after landing (good practice has the next pilot 
signed up to fly a glider that has just landed assist in 
returning it to the takeoff area).  

 
 Log glider flight times from take-off to landing and 

record the elapsed time to the nearest 5 minutes.  
 

 Record the tow fees for each flight.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the End of the Day 

 
 Batteries are back on the charger.  
 
 Gliders are tied-down securely. 
 
 Golf carts are put away. 

 
 All ground equipment including trailer, mobile 

phone, base station, hand-held transceiver, tow 
ropes are put away. 
 

 Log sheets in the mailbox in Hangar 10. ◊ 
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Advertisement 

 

 
 
 
 

Welcome Back Nutmeg 
Soaring Association! 

 
From your friends at 

Lawyer’s General Store 
2351 Route 145 East Durham 

Phone/Fax (518) 634-2546 
 

Located 1.5 miles west of the 

Freehold Airport 
 

Open 7 Days a Week 
 

Celebrating our 99th year!! 
 
 

 

 
 

LAWYER’S GENERAL STORE 
Since 1912 

 

 
 

Lawyer’s General Store, East Durham, New York. 
 

Come visit us for any of the following 
needs: 

 
Deli, Lottery, ATM, Groceries, 

Beer/Soda, Newspapers, Ice, 

Hardware, Gifts, Coffee/breakfast 
sandwiches, 

Camping Supplies, RV Antifreeze, 
Irish Imports and much more… 

 

 

 
25% Discount on Lodging to Nutmeg Members 

*Note - Blackout Dates Apply – call ahead for reservations 

http://www.shamrockhouse.com/ 

518-634-2897 
 

 

http://www.shamrockhouse.com/
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NUTMEG SOARING ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

FREEHOLD AIRPORT 

 April 29, 2011 
 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:15 PM.  The President ran through a large number of items 

covering many subjects that pertain to specific persons.  Hanger insurance is one of those items 

and should be looked at in a manner similar to renter insurance on private property. 

 

New Waiver forms are available for guests and must be signed before any flight. 

 

Peter Meny is the new Membership chairman. 

 

Calls to the phone number on the signs attached to the barn go directly to Tom Mays’ house.  

Tom follows up on people who call 515 966-8503. 

 

There was considerable discussion on selling the Grob and replacing it with a newer Grob or 

ASK21. There has been some interest from another club to purchase this ship. Randol Web 

stated that our Grob needs a lot of work, mostly re-rigging that should be continued for our 

club’s benefit whether or not the ship is sold. The general consensus of the membership was that 

if the other club came up with our selling price, it would be sold. 

 

Several members will look into the possible purchase of a set of mowers for the new tractor.  We 

are interested in a swath of 12’ or wider to cut down on mowing time.  John Bensen has a mower 

that will be considered but other options need to be pursued as well.  Any members of Nutmeg 

are welcome to look into a potentially useful mowing deck and are encouraged to do so and 

report their findings to the club.  Kendall, Mac and Frank Molnar will follow up on anything 

reported to them. 

 

This meeting was adjourned at 6:30 PM 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Don “Mac” McKinlay 

Secretary 
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Glacial Lake, Freehold 

 

Robert Titus 

Reprinted with Permission 

 

The 2011 soaring season will 
soon begin at the Freehold 
airport. The Nutmeg Soaring Club 
is celebrating upcoming months 
of gliding by holding an open 

house. That will be from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m., on Saturday. May 1 is the 
rain date. All area residents are 
welcome. It’s your chance to 

come by and see up close as gliders are taking off 
and landing. There will be a lottery and four winners 
will get a chance fly. It’s quite the experience; I 

know as I have been up myself, as a guest of the 
club. You see, my wife and I live right across the 
street from where they take off. We have sat on our 
porch and watched for years, and it adds a great deal 
to the neighborhood. So, why is it that I have to ruin 
it all by seeing the geology of the airport? I just don’t 
know; it is in the blood of a geologist. 

 
The Freehold Airport would not be where it is except 
for the expansive swath of flat landscape adjacent to 
Catskill Creek. Most people might look upon this as 

being a floodplain, but not a geologist. The fact is 
that if you drive up Route 145 and observe Catskill 

Creek, it is not a floodplain river. Some rivers have 
floodplains, others don’t, and Catskill Creek is among 
those “others.” It descends from its head, way up in 
the village of Franklinton. It passes through a 
number of flat stretches, but most of its valley is 
something of a canyon. It was a river which, at the 
end of the Ice Age, was a very erosive torrent of 

meltwater. That’s when those canyon stretches came 
into being. After that, the creek settled back into 
something resembling what it is today. Here and 
there, however, there is flat land along the side of 
the creek. If these are not floodplains then what are 

they? 
 

The answer is that these are glacial lakes. There are 
a number of places along the creek where retreating 
glaciers left heaps of earth behind. These served to 
dam the valley and create reservoirs of water. Sandy 
Plain in the village of Leeds is a very good example, 
maybe the best. There, as at Freehold, a broad flat 

landscape borders Catskill Creek. It’s the remains of 
another Ice Age lake. I devoted a column to it about 

a year ago. Then there is the stretch just south of 
Freehold where the horse ranch is located today. 

That’s still another Ice Age lake. A glacial lake is 
recognized by its flat landscape. The bottom of a lake 
accumulates mud which is spread out horizontally. 
After the lake eventually drains those horizontal 
deposits are left behind as the now dry and exposed 
lake bottom. Lake bottoms are almost always flat; so 
too are the landscapes they leave behind. 

 
I have been pondering the origins of these lakes and 
I have some hypotheses. My best guess is that, 
about 14,000 years ago at the close of the Ice Age, 
there was one final advance of the ice. Much of the 

Hudson Valley was still filled with ice. A glacier, the 

size of the Hudson Valley, was slowly advancing 
southward. It would not stop until it reached the 
vicinity of Poughkeepsie. Here and there, tongues of 
ice branched off from it and rose up the valleys of 
the Hudson’s tributary streams. I suspect that a 
valley glacier rose up from the vicinity of the village 
of Catskill and passed over Leeds, Freehold, 

Livingstonville, and kept going until it reached 
Franklinton. Glaciers are different from rivers; 
streams of ice can be shoved from behind and can 
thus ascend valleys. Eventually the glacier melted 
and left a series of lakes behind; the airport is on 
one. 

If you get a chance to drive up Route 145, I hope 

you will keep this in mind. Look at the valley and, in 
your minds’ eye, fill it with ice. That’s the Catskill 
Creek glacier, and it’s advancing up the valley. 
Curiously, it will not come to a stop until it reaches 
Franklinton and there it collides with another valley 
glacier, advancing from Middleburgh in the Schoharie 

Creek Valley. 
 
What an image it creates in my mind. I am no longer 
in the Catskills; instead I am visiting some clone of 
the Alps. All around me Alpine glaciers are moving up 
and down the various valleys. Great glaciers descend 

the Hudson and Schoharie valleys while smaller ones 

penetrate the lesser tributary streams. I am a 
geologist; I can look at today’s landscape and I can 
see these icy moments from the past. It is a wonder. 
 
Contact the author at titusr@hartwick.edu. See “the 
Catskill geologist” on Facebook.  ◊ 

 
 

mailto:titusr@hartwick.edu
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mailto:bobpett1@verizon.net

